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EDDIE GOODMAN, LAWYER 1918-2006

He was a war hero, a patron of the arts, a nationalist, a long-time supporter of the Progressive
Conservative Party and a political strategist who championed seatbelt legislation in Ontario, writes
SANDRA MARTIN. ‘He was [earless and had unlimited energy so he would tackle anything and everything.’

verybody called hirm Eddie.
An astute political sirane-
gist and campalgn manager
for a serles of Ontaro pre-
miers from Leslie Frost to Willlam
[ravis, Eddie Goodman was also a
committed promaoter of caltural or-
ganizations such as the MNational
Haller rwhiieh e e ||::-e'|.| foanred b amd
the Rogal Cmitario BMuseum. Mr
Gowoadrman wis a lifihong Bed Tory, a
paartisan Progressive Conservaliv
who worked on the natbonal scem
far Jahn Diefenbaker, Bobern Stan-
field and Flora MacDaonald, and a
culiural and economic nationalist.,

A rsk-defving trekker and owt-
doorsman, he was imbued with
|'|:|'-.-=.i|||'|. |l:'|'!.'il|r:|-' and enthusiasm bor
|'u-:'||1I|-.'|r|d ranses that imfected ev-
erybndy around him like a bemev-
alent virs

A decorated  war veteran, e
juined hig Tarheer inoa two-nian o
fiemy b 1947, that now, as Good-
mans LLE numbers close o 200
lawyers, “"His personality had a
hige effect on the ambience of the
place,” sald Herb Solway, his part-
nier gnd friend. “He had no sense of
|'||||'|1|'|||:-|||!|' or '~i|_'|‘f-|'|||'|g-\.|'|||l_|1-\.|'||'|-\.1-\.
amd that permeated the irm and
made it a diferent and a prear |'|I.;|r|-
o vk,

Liceniel Schipper, a lormer liw
parrimesr aned a lifelong friend, said;
*Hex wiens 5 Tl 4 or 5o % wicle as b
was tall — and he apoke with a lisp.
There was mothing commanding
aksout b, bt he dide't see bimsell
that way There was no mountain
too big for Eddle e climb, He was
fearless and had unlimited energy,
=0 he would tackle anyihing and ev-
e'r:r1|'|i|1|_=.."

He was best knoawn Tor his close
connection to lormer Ontaria iz
rvier Willinm Davis, “He wias a groeal
helps 1 me,” M Davis said yester-
dadt “He wiag very supporive and
probably gawve me more credit For
what [ mkght or might nor de than
deserved. He wasm't looking for a
place in the sun for himself.” The
twio men first met i the Late 18408,
returning to Toronts on A traln from
ameeting in Ottawa, but they really
waorked mgether during Mr, Davis's
tenure as mianister ol edweation amd
then premicr, “While thens was al-
s The dowmsiche, he always cme-
phasizesd the upside,” said M Da-
Vi%.

Although a staunch Conserva-
tive, Mr. Goodman was one of tha
fiest people on the phone o Bob
Rae after he resigned as leader of
the Ontarko Mew Democratlc Party
followwing his government's defieat
im 1985, “That's how | came to ko
him biest in the last decade as a cols
league |an Goodman's] and a father
figurs,” Mr. Hae said vestenday, “Ev-
erytocy in the firm knew and loved
him, He created a iremendos
sense of oyalry and even after he
fabled |because of his Alzhelmer's
disease| nobody wanted him o re-
tire."

Edwin Alan Goodman, the anly
sonand eldest child of lavwyer David
Goodman and his wife, Dorothy
[née Soblel, was horn in the High
Park area of Toronio during the
great influenea |-|'|i-;i|-|1|i-:'. His pit=
Terrial ;.;r.'lrlllrillhl'r. Charles Goosd-
man, had |'||'|i-,.:_r:|I-e'|.| Irom Caalicia
[nowy part ol Peslarad ) in 1881 ar the
agenl 11 and semh=d in Southwesn-
ern Ontario, earning a living as a
peddler (he was called Charlie the
lesw) until he made enough money
to mowe to Toronio, where he and
hi= wife, Sarah, ralsed thelr seven
children.

The famialy moved io Palmersion
Homleward in the Anmnex area ol Tos
ronto in 1921, and Eddie attended
Harbiord Collesgaa ve Instinebe, when
his elassmaies ineluded comedians
lahnny Waym and Frank Shusier,
composer Louls Applebawm and
future Hank of Canada governon
Louis Basminsky, He played foor-
ball and helped his father cam-
palgn for local Progressive Conser-
vitive candidates, When he asked
hi= father why they supporied the
Conservative Party, he replied (ac-
cording o his IE-IEI-:I'- Memcirs, 1 e
|'.r;l'|" r.gf':]'.'r' .'-'rJ."r_'.-':-; “1 guess it's hes
cawse 1 have always foumd  them
e decent”

AT The Llmive rsity ol Toranio, Bd-
dbe was, |.'|'_-.' s own  adimission,
"maore interested in being a jock
amd a socialite than a scholar” Hi
wiad a youth delegate to the Oniario
Progressive  Conservatlve  Parky
convention that elected George
Crreww beader in 149385, The following
yiear, he joined the Canadian Officer
Trairimg ['r:-r|1:i bt dlickn’t enlist For
active service untll the fall of 12440,
when b had compheed his ander-

graduate degree and had enrelled
at Osponde Hall Lawe School

After basic training, he was posts
el to thes Fort Garry Horse, a Mani-
robia regiment, As Thers werse many
arther mecruits named  Bddie,
acopred the nickname Beony, after
the kandleader Benny Goodiman.
The Garrys arrved in England in
CDetaler of 1941 and stayed then
vl just before the D-Day inva-
slom, He never really told his par-
emts where he was in the war be-
canse they would be oo anxbous,
acrorling to Senator Hogh Segal, a
lomg=time fiend and |'||I|i‘|||'.'|| ripl-
lengue, “He'd :||'.l.':|:,':: sy hes s ait
sauaadron headguarters,” peglect-
i tor explain that that meann his
Iank.

As commander of a tank squad-
rom b Mormandy, e was wounded
twice, mentioned  in dispanches
three times, promoted tomajor and
ended the war in command of the
Cangdlan Armoured Corps Gun-
nery School. He was almost court-
rmartialed after a noteworthy act ol
insub=nrdination,

Om f':l-l'l.'|:|-' |'|||,:|'\. five, Belajor Goosd-
e baael his tank shiot out froom un-
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der him. Both his gunmer and his
loader were killed., He was wounnd-
ril and i.hi|'||1r-|,l o the Canadian

General Hospital on the ourskirts of

Lorsd o, Alter thiree weseks There, he
felt sufficiently heab=d o meturm o
his regiment. So e stowed away on
a trocpship and retwmed o his
suadron. He was brought up o
charges of desertion and wsing bm-
proper chanmels 1o retwim 1o his
regiment.

His commanding officer, General
Harry Crerar, dismissed the firsi
rharge as ridiculous and found him
|_l||,:|i|r:|-' ol the secomnd charge, then
said: ~1 rr-|1ri|1|i||1|,I yon and then
haaving reprimamded you, [ eongran-
vlate youn om whal you have done
fear the army Coood day™ With thar,
Major Goodman returned o his
regiment and continued 1w push
the Germans back through France
imto Germany. The late George
Hees, himself a decormbed swar vet-
eran, once old Bob Rae that “Ben-
ny |as he called him] was the
biravest man | ever me”

By wars end, Major Goodman
wis married to his first wile, bMar-
joerir Hudson, & WEEN whaose lirst
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Eddie Goodman in May of
14983 “You can't know Eddle
and not be his friend,

Ll sl Mall

Young Eddie in 1925, left,

with his parents and baby

sister Cecily. He Inter attended
Harbord Collegiate Institule in
Toronto with comedians Johnny
Wiyne and Frank Shuster.

By 1957, he and his wife
Suzanme [below, left) were
Invobved In party politlcs,
Tt was because of him that
we have seathelt leglslation
In Ontario.

hushand, a glider pilor, had been
killed during the imvasion of Sicily
The rouple arrived in Halilax on
April 12, 194%, bur the marriage.
which he deseribed in his memaoirs
as “rocky” fowndered in 1951,

T years laner, on Dee. 21, 1953,
he marebed Suzanne Gross. They
had two deughiers: [oanne wis
borm in 1955, and Diane in 1958,
"He was a great dad,” Diane said
yesterday, recalling how he taoght
illl thee ki|:|i.i|1 thiz neighbourhood to
swim  in their backvard  ponl
Fowrvme weas killed im oo reaffie aeci-
dent in April of 1975 while driving
banck o the University of Westem
Chratarics. Shes wasnT wearing a seal-
belt, and police said this was a key
Factor i her death, Her fantly was
devastated. "It changed  ovory-
thing.” =ald Dane, “but my lather
did recover. He really, really loved
life so, even after Joanne died, he
wis able o heal becaose  hie
rouldn’t stop leweimg life,”

From thie 1ri|g-_:|'d:r' of his daugh-
ters dleath, M Goodman was abile
o effect political change. “Tt was
because af him that se Rave sean-
bt begislation in Onario,” sakd Mr.
Segal, who was then legislative as-
sistant 1o premier William Davis.
Mr. Segal can remmembser the regular
Tuesday moming sirategy gather-
ing fattended by the premier, sira-
tegists, caucus leaders and some
seninr minisiers and burcancrais)
in Hoom 525 at the Park Plaza when
the discussion turmed o the annual
transporiation figures aboun tmaffie
Fatalities. “Look, how many mon:
kil ol v Bapwe 1o bosee?™ Bl r. Sepal
recalls M Goodiman asking. Cau-
rus and cabimer had w owork @t
through bur, eventually, the legisla-
thon was Introduvced and j:l:n-hl.'d.
“Because of his personal experi-
ence, he was very supportive of the
compulsory use of sear bels,” Mr
Dinvis said yesterday

I b= |:'..|.'|.;||1|;||-| .r'i||1|i|'.-' macle a
TN |1|-rs||ni|| Ir|h|.||-e" o thieir
daughter by establishing the an-
fl Josunme Goodian LecTures al
WiesTarn, al which a prominenn his-
tofian bs invited o give three public
lectupes om some aspect of the his-
tory of the English-speaking pen-
ples in the Morth Atlante triangle.

Mr. Goodman, who made a polnt of

attending even when plagued by @l
heglth, initally underwrote  the
rosts, and then made o STO0,000
endowment in 2060 that has been
'\.|,||'||1|-e'n1-e'r|I|-|:I h:,-' thie universiiy
The lecture series celebranes is
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A0th anniversary this vear.

Although  Mr. Goodman  had
known Flora MacDonald since he
worked as an Ontaro campalgn
manager for John DHefenbaker in
1957, she thinks he pot involved in
her |'.¢'|I'|'||'|i|i5-_:|'| Ior the ||-.;||:I|-r'-.|1i|1 nl
the Frogressive Conscrvative Party
in Febrruary of 1976 partly because
hawing a4 woman run was Sy greal
opportunity for the Conservative
arty o do something diffesent”
and partly because he was coming
ot of the “traumatic experience” ol
his daughter's death and this was a
way of honouring her memory De-
spite belng a lifelong politico, he
ran for office only once — for the
Ontaric Progressive  Conservative
Farty in the riding of St Andrew
iwhich is mmw ||1r||r|'u|r.;|1r-|_| imtothe
Spmadina ridingl in the 1945 clec-
T He kst 1o Communist Party
el ]|||'H:|I:1||-.'r;.;. byt Tosnak gie
Lace from beating both the Liberal
and the CGCF candidates, He then
eritered .*\.l.'rl.:u!ll.l-!.-l.':ll Law achino] al
Cregonde Hall, along with fuiure
Cintario prember fohn Bobars and
future judpge Sam Hughes,

[he day he was called to the bar
in 1947, he returned 1o his fathers
lawy olfiee and found sworkmen
changing the name af the firm from
David B Gaoodman o Goodman
and Geoodman. “He and his Gaher
wiere equal partners from thar day
om,” &ald Herly Solway, who joined
the firm as an articling student in
1955, when the roster consisted ol
bAr Goodman, his father and an-
other artbcling  student  manmed
Morm Schipper. They were joimed
|1:|-' his cousin, Lionel, in 19559, “You
can’t knoay Eddie and mof be his
fricnd,” said Lionel :-.rhi|'||1r-r.

“He treatead the YOILITL, il
aroined him likes they sene pals and
caquals and had incredible confi-
denee in them mceris than he
should have," said M Solway, whao
became a senbor parer and is sl
a cansulant, "He would palm e
off 1o somebody as an experienced
Lawyer when [ had been oot two
days and ghve me the most serious
rr-'\.|1r:-|1:-;ihi|i|:.-' Hiz dadm't Beelicewe thiat
ape made you smarter amd  he
WHENT im |'|rr-':."-.|-|:l by titles or seniors
ity or money,” M Goodman wiss
besyfanl mov s Banalt s Fowiend in difficul
fo ey el amyone go, often 1o 1he
chagrin ol his pariners.

M Goodman’s experiise was in
adminisirative and corporate Lasw
He represented the Bassetts when
they successfully won a television
leenee in 10 (for what would be-
come CFTO against eight other ap-
plicants, the comsartinm that even-
tally became the real=estate deyel-
opers Cadillac Fairview, Labait’s
and ather corparte clicn,

“The: gresvth of the law firm pre-
allels vhe rise of groswth and devel-
earmvenl in Tesrombo,” waid Mr Hae
“He enjoyed that part of his life, pol
Just the Anancial rewards bur wlal
it allowed him 1w do in erms ol
working with young people and in
building & wery successful enter-
prize.” The other thing, sald b
Hae, in explaining why Mr, Good-
marn didn’t run for effice again, was
that he liked exercising political in-
fwemee and taking an interest in
pruabalic aifairs amd prarty paalitics

O all s policical ex pedenee, be
enjpoyed his assoclation with M
Diavis the most. “He really lked Bill
and the people aroumd him,” said
B Solway

“Ewerybody is a friend when you
are in offiee,” said Mr Davis, “hut
wie hawve probably seen as much ol
cach other in the last 200 years as
when | was in olfice,”

When Mr. Davis was thinking ol
running ledoesslly after e nerinesd
Trerm prresineial poditicsin 19895, Mr
Crondman advised: “You owe it 1o
your Bl ly o give them some thne
Yo don't need te dothis” They saw
each other for the lesn time at a pri-
wate lunch about three weeks ago,

M Goodmans second wife, Su-
pie, died in 1952 of cancer. Two
years  later, he marred  Joan
'|'|'u|n1|'|h||r|. thir widloy ol Anstin Se-
fom 'I'hr:-|1||1sr:-n. lopether,  they
wegthersd the desastation of his
Alzheimers and the series of hear
alLiacks that he suffered in the pas
clesale,

Edwin { Eddie) Alan Goodiman

wias born in Toronto on Oet. 11,
1918, He died of heart disease In
hospltal In Toronte on Wednesday
afternoon, He was 87. He Is sur-
wived by his wifte, Joan, and her
children, and by his doughter Di-
ane and her family. The uneral is

today at Holy Blossom Temple in
Torontoal 11 aum.




