
One of the winners of the Toronto Lawyers Asso-
ciation’s 2007Award of Distinction – “for con-
tributing to the integrity and worth of the law and the
legal profession” – is also last year’s winner of the
Law Society Medal, the highest honour bestowed by
the Law Society of Upper Canada, for his outstanding
contributions to the legal profession. 

You don’t win these awards for being a top-notch
lawyer, though, obviously, that’s part of it. The essen-
tial ingredient is dedication of time, effort and talents
to serving the profession and the public — with no
thought of reward. Call it volunteerism. Or “getting
involved.”

To illustrate: this year’s winner served as president
of the Advocates’ Society in 2004 - 2005, and before
that he was a member of its Board of Directors and
Executive Committee. He is the immediate past Hon-
ourary National Legal Counsel to the Canadian
Jewish Congress.

He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial
Lawyers, a member of the North American Com-
mittee of the Commercial Bar Association of London,

England, and a member of the Dickson Circle. (The
Dickson Circle is a group of 10 civil litigation lawyers
in Toronto who have acted for the Advocacy Resource
Centre for the Handicapped and other pro bono initia-
tives.) 

He tells The Lawyers Weekly one of the highlights
of his 30-year career was serving as president of the
Advocates Society, because, through that office, “I
was able to assist in some initiatives for access to jus-
tice. We put into place some regulatory changes in the
courts with a view to streamlining the way cases were
managed through the system.”

In fact, access to justice is one of the things that
motivates him to go beyond the day-to-day life of a
busy litigator.

In an Advocates’ Society E-Brief in the winter of
2005, he wrote, “If someone were to ask me to sum-
marize, in one sentence, the extensive literature on the
professional responsibility of a modern advocate, I
would be tempted to answer ‘To enhance access to
justice — the rest is commentary.’ ... Whether our jus-
tice system and the lawyers within it are performing

adequately is measured today largely
by the extent to which access to jus-
tice is provided or denied.”

Asked about influences in the
development of his career he replies,
“There isn’t any one particular
lawyer, but rather a certain type of
lawyer: those who were prepared to
do more than just work on their own
cases but contribute to the profession
by participating in continuing legal
education, teaching, involvement in
legal organizations, working in the
community — contributing in more
than one way.”

As for receiving the award, he
says, “I am delighted, especially since
it means I am being thought of in the
company of the previous winners and
my co-winner this year, [Associate
Chief Justice of Ontario] Dennis
O’Connor.”

Previous winners of the Award of
Distinction include Chief Justice Roy
McMurtry, Justice Warren Winkler
and former justice James Farley. Prac-
titioners include Sheila Block, Marlys
Edwardh, Austin Cooper, Martin
Teplitsky and Malcolm Heins.

Congratulations Benjamin Zarnett
of Goodmans LLP. 

By John Jaffey
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In the news this week, Blakes,
Cassels & Graydon LLP has
brought on business lawyer
Howard J. Levine to the firm’s
Montreal office. This will no
doubt be a boost to the develop-
ment of the firm’s Montreal office
as Levine has extensive experi-
ence in the areas of corporate and
securities law. Previous to joining
Blakes, Levine was a partner at
Lapointe Rosenstein in Montreal.

And over at Osler, Hoskin &
Harcourt LLP in Toronto, Riyaz
Dattu has joined as partner in the
firm’s international trade group.
Dattu frequently appears before
Canadian and International tri-
bunals in trade and investment dis-
putes.

At the Bay Street firm of Aird
& Berlis LLP (which, by the way,
has quite the futuristic-looking
website for anyone who’s inter-
ested), announced that three of its
associates have been made part-
ners. Dan Caldarone (who prac-
tises in the areas of general corpo-
rate/commercial and securities
law), Pamela Miehls (who prac-
tises in the areas of commercial lit-
igation and insurance defence) and
Sanj Mitra (who practises in
bankruptcy and insolvency law)
have accepted offers into the part-
nership. You can be sure that these
three have a bit of celebrating to
do!

Bennett Jones LLP has a new
managing partner at its Toronto
office (which it has been steadily
building for the past few years).
Stephen Bowman, co-head of the
firm’s tax department, will be
assuming the newly-created role.
Bowman, as you may know,
focuses his practice on the areas of
secured lending, asset-based
financing and equipment leasing.

And the Vancouver chapter of
the Legal Marketing Association
(LMA) – rumour has it that they’ll
be opening a Toronto chapter quite
soon – has a new president.
Allison Wolf, a professional legal
marketer and certified executive
coach, has been installed at the
head of the LMA. You may know

Wolf as the former marketing
director at Vancouver’s Harper
Grey LLP. Wolf also recently
started a business coaching firm
for lawyers called Shift Works
Strategic Inc. She has been
involved with the LMA for some
time, having taken part in the
steering committee that saw the
creation of the Vancouver chapter
— the LMA’s first international
chapter.

Coming up in Toronto is the
2nd Annual Gaming in Canada
conference put on by The Cana-
dian Institute. Being held this year
on Feb. 27 and 28 at The Sutton
Place Hotel, the conference fea-
tures discussion on the new U.S.
Unlawful Internet Gambling
Enforcement Act and different sys-
tems of regulation and enforce-
ment for legal land-based gaming
in Canada and the U.S. Speakers
include Desmond Balakrishnan
of Lang Michener LLP, Peter
Czegledy of Aird & Berlis LLP,
C. Ian Kyer of Fasken Martineau
DuMoulin LLP and Javad
Heydary of Heydary Hamilton
PC. For more information, visit
www.canadianinstitute.com.

And mark your calendars for
Celebrating the Extraordinary -
Recognizing the Honourable R.
Roy McMurtry. The event will
be held April 12 at the Metro
Toronto Convention Centre and
pay tribute to McMurtry’s retire-
ment from the bench. Proceeds
from the event will go to support
the McMurtry Gardens of Justice.
For more information or to reg-
ister, contact The Advocates’
Society at 416-597-0243 ext. 113.

Are you a new defence lawyer
on the West coast? If so, the Cana-
dian Defence Lawyers will be pre-
senting Boot Camp - Best Training
for New Defence Lawyers on
April 26 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
Vancouver at the Terminal City
Club. Presenters such as Rick
Lindsay of Lindsay Kennedy LLP
and Peter Collins of Harris &
Brun will give attendees a solid
grounding in the basics of a
defence practice. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit
www.cdlawyers.org.
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