
Lorman Education Services reserves the right to modify 
the agenda and the faculty when circumstances are beyond our control.

9:00 am – 10:10 am	 Overview of Liens and What to Do When the Project Appears 
to Be in Trouble

Joseph Cosentino
The Lowdown on Liens
The Critical Time Lines Under the Construction Lien Act
Registration Defects
Liens and Insolvency Issues

10:10 am – 10:25 am	 Break

10:25 am – 11:30 am	 Lien Priorities: Mortgages, Unions, Judgments and Secured 
Creditors

Neil S. Abbott

11:30 am – 12:30 pm	 Recent Developments in the Law of Tender
Jeffrey A. Armel

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm	 Lunch (On Your Own)

1:30 pm – 2:40 pm	 Trust Fund Obligations
Donald E. Short

Role of Trust Funds Under the Construction Lien Act
Trust Fund Rights vs. Lien Rights: the Differences and Why It’s 
Important
Getting It Right: The Scope of a Trustee’s Obligations and 
Ensuring Proper Application of Project Funds
Proactive Advice for Avoiding Personal Liability for Breach of 
Trust Obligations

2:40 pm – 2:55 pm	 Break

2:55 pm – 4:00 pm	 The Process of a Lien Trial From Registration of the Lien 
Through the End of the Trial Incorporating the Relevant 
Provisions of the Lien Act

Jennifer Leitch

4:00 pm – 4:30 pm	 Questions and Answers
Neil S. Abbott, Jeffrey A. Armel,  

Joseph Cosentino, Jennifer Leitch and  
Donald E. Short

—
•
•
•
•

—

—

—
•
•

•

•

—

—

Critical Issues on the Agenda

Register Now  •  www.lorman.com 

Attendee comment from another Lorman seminar:

“This was a great experience and very helpful 
for workplace situations.”

Julie Pueringer—



The Benefits for You

By attending this seminar, you will receive helpful strategies on what to 
do when your construction project appears to be in trouble. You will gain 
a clear understanding of lien priorities. You and your company will also 
stay current on issues surrounding developments in the law of tender. 
You will receive helpful information on trust fund obligations as well as 
the process of a lien trial from registration of the lien through the end of 
the trial. 

In One Day, You’ll Learn:

What to do when a project appears to be in trouble
The ins and outs of lien priorities from judgments to secured 
creditors
The role of trust funds under the construction lien act
Proactive advice for avoiding personal liability for breach of trust 
obligations
The process of a lien trial from registration to the end of the trial 

Learning Objectives:

The attendee will be able to review critical time lines under the 
Construction Lien Act.
The attendee will be able to recognize the differences between trust 
fund rights and lien rights.
The attendee will be able to discuss incorporating relevant 
provisions of the lien act into the lien trial process.

Professional Manual:

You will receive a professionally prepared manual compiled by the faculty 
specifically for this seminar. The seminar will be recorded. Your registration 
constitutes your consent to such recording. If you cannot attend, you may 
order a set of CDs and the accompanying manual from this program by 
using the registration form on the back panel.

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Continuing Education Credit

Please remember to bring your license number, ID or other necessary information to the seminar. This will ensure 
timely reporting of continuing education credit.  Please see our Web site at www.lorman.com for further details about 
continuing credit information.

By attending this course, you may earn 10.0 continuing education credits through the Certified General 
Accountants of Ontario.

This course may qualify for 6.0 hours toward the CPD requirement through the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of Ontario.

This seminar may qualify for 6.0 CPLD credits through the Certified Management Accountants of Ontario.

Lorman Business Center, Inc. is an Authorized Provider by the International Association of 
Continuing Education and Training (IACET). Lorman Business Center, Inc. will award 0.60 
CEUs to participants who successfully complete this program. Participants must complete an 
evaluation in order to receive CEUs. Please verify applicability with your professional board 
before attending.

Phone 866-352-9539  •  Fax 715-833-3953



Neil S. Abbott is a partner in the Financial Services Department in Gowling Lafleur Henderson 
LLP’s Toronto office. He is the national chair of Gowling’s Construction Law Practice Group and is 
the leading practitioner of construction law in the Toronto office. Mr. Abbott’s area of focus 
includes negotiating and drafting construction contracts, tenders and bidding, enforcement and 
prosecution of liens, including trial of actions across the province. He provides construction 
management advice that includes termination of contracts and retention of completion 
contractors. Mr. Abbott has litigated claims on labour and material payment bonds, performance 
bonds and bid bonds. He has assumed construction liens in the course of receiverships and 
regularly provides advice to lenders on the priority between lien claimants and mortgagees. Mr. 
Abbott is an executive member of the Construction Law Section of the Ontario Bar Association. 
He is a frequent lecturer at Osgoode Hall Law School and an avid speaker and presenter. In 2006 
Mr. Abbott was ranked as one of the best construction lawyers in Canada by The Best Lawyers in 
Canada, 2006. He was called to the bar of Ontario in 1992. Mr. Abbott received his law degree 
from Osgoode Hall Law School. He is also a graduate of Huron College at The University of 
Western Ontario and Upper Canada College.

Jeffrey A. Armel is a partner with Goldman Sloan Nash & Haber LLP in Toronto. Mr. Armel’s 
practice area focuses on litigation with an emphasis on construction law. His construction law 
practice involves interpreting major contracts, lien litigation, breach of trust actions and resolving 
disputes for owners, general contractors, subcontractors and material suppliers. Mr. Armel is a 
frequent seminar speaker and panelist at legal education seminars and has contributed articles 
to several publications. He earned his B.A. degree, with honours, from York University and his 
LL.B. degree from Osgoode Hall Law School. Mr. Armel is a member of the executive of the 
Construction Law Section of the Ontario Bar Association, the Toronto Construction Association 
and the Law Society of Upper Canada.

Joseph Cosentino is a partner with Goodmans LLP in their Toronto office. Mr. Cosentino focuses 
on litigation with an emphasis on construction law and energy disputes. His construction law 
practice involves negotiating major contracts, lien litigation and resolving disputes for owners, 
general contractors, subcontractors, material suppliers and lenders. Mr. Cosentino’s practice also 
involves a broad range of commercial litigation matters. He has handled a variety of claims and 
disputes in connection with municipal utilities. He is a frequent speaker and contributor to a 
number of industry trade conferences and publications. Mr. Cosentino is also the editor of the 
Goodmans’ Construction Law Update newsletter and has authored a number of articles. He earned 
his B.A. (honours in political science and history) and M.A. (history) degrees from the University 
of Toronto and his LL.B. degree from Osgoode Hall Law School. Mr. Cosentino is a member of the 
Toronto Construction Association, the Canadian Bar Association of Ontario and the Advocates 
Society.

Jennifer Leitch is a lawyer with Goodmans LLP. Ms. Leitch focuses on commercial litigation with 
an emphasis on construction law. Her practice involves acting for owners, general contractors, 
subcontractors, materials suppliers and lenders in construction disputes. Ms. Leitch is regularly 
consulted on contract issues, lien matters and claims involving design professionals. She served 
on the board of directors of Justice for Children and Youth, a Toronto legal clinic, from 1999 to 
2005. Ms. Leitch earned her B.A. and LL.B. degrees from Dalhousie University. She is a member of 
the Canadian Bar Association of Ontario and the Advocates Society.

Donald E. Short, a partner with Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP, is certified by the Law Society 
as a specialist in civil litigation and construction law. He is engaged in the practice of commercial 
and construction litigation as well as a broad range of insolvency-related matters. In addition, Mr. 
Short has been actively involved in the implementation of ADR in Ontario courts. He is an 
elected fellow of the Canadian College of Construction Lawyers and is listed in the Euromoney 
Guide to the world’s leading experts in arbitration. Mr. Short has been recognized by Lexpert as a 
recognized expert in the fields of both construction and arbitration. He has acted as mediator on 
major construction disputes involving parties such as the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto. 
Mr. Short has acted as counsel in major arbitrations and recently served as chair of an arbitration 
tribunal appointed by the International Chamber of Commerce dealing with a dispute between 
American and German companies. He served for a number of years as an elected member of the 
executive of the Ontario Branch of the Canadian Bar Association. He has chaired a number of 
construction programs, including the Annual Construction Superconference and Construct 
Canada. Mr. Short has lectured at the Bar Admission Course and has chaired and participated in a 
number of law society and Canadian Bar Association CLE programs, including the annual 
Operation Update program since 1991. Mr. Short holds an LL.M. degree from Osgoode Hall Law 
School, an FCIArb designation from The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and is a charter 
arbitrator of the ADR Institute of Canada.

Our Distinguished Faculty

You could earn a referral bonus by becoming a Lorman partner. Visit 	
www.lorman.com/contact/associations.php or call Nicki Wolff at 715-833-3940.



General Information
Toronto, ON • September 27, 2007                                
Doubletree International Plaza Hotel Toronto Airport • 655 Dixon Road
Registration: 8:30 am – 9:00 am • Session: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Lunch Break: 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm (On Your Own)

Contact Lorman for hotel/seminar information at 866-352-9539 (please call hotel for accommodations or directions 
only). The facility is wheelchair accessible. Please contact us with any questions.
Walk-Ins: Call Lorman for final schedule information.
Cancellations: Substitute registrants are welcome and may be named at any time. If you cancel six or more business 
days in advance, you will receive a full refund, less a C$30.00 service charge. If you cancel within five business days you 
are not entitled to a cash refund. However, as a courtesy, we will allow you to apply your payment toward any future 
Lorman seminar within one year from the date you cancel. Your payment is transferable. Please note that if you do 
not attend and you do not cancel as described above, you are responsible for the entire payment. If Lorman cancels a 
program, you will receive a full refund. Lorman disclaims any liability for any other direct or compensatory payment.

Copyright Statement: Lorman seminars are copyrighted and may not be recorded or transcribed in whole or part 
without its express prior written permission. Your attendance at a Lorman seminar constitutes your agreement not to 
record or transcribe all or any part of it.

Lorman Bookstore
Visit our online bookstore at www.lorman.com for the thousands of manuals and audio recordings 
that are available from other Lorman seminars. Our policy is to fill all orders with the most recent 
editions available. Your bookstore item(s) will be shipped within 3-5 business days, upon receipt of 
your order.

To order the bookstore items below, see the back panel of the brochure or visit us online for 
complete ordering capabilities. CE credit information is also available online.

Managing Construction Projects – Essential Contract Terms – Avoiding Future Problems by Addressing Key 
Issues; Resolving the Inevitable Dispute: Managing the Effective Resolution of Construction Claims; the “Back-
End Approach” – Dealing With Construction Claims; Construction Subcontracts; Project Structuring – 
Fundamental Contractual and Commercial Structures.
Faculty: Bill Gillan, P.Eng., Matthew Nicholas, B.Sc. (B.E.), M.Eng., Revay and Associates Limited; Carlo Greco, 
P.Eng., J.D., Joel Heard, B.Com., J.D., Jutras Greco Heard LLP; Donald E. Short, B.A. (Hons.), LL.B., LL.M., FCI Arb., 
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP. ©2006. 186 pages.
Item:	 365757MAN	 Manual Only	 C$105
	 365757EMN	 E-Manual Only	 C$105

Tax Included

The Fundamentals of Construction Contracts: Understanding the Issues – Project Structuring – 
Fundamental Contractual and Commercial Structures; Essential Contract Terms – Avoiding Future Problems 
by Addressing Key Issues – Checklist of Major Legal and Commercial Issues; Resolving the Inevitable Dispute: 
Managing the Effective Resolution of Construction Claims; Construction Subcontracts.
Faculty: Moderator:; Joel A. Heard, B.Com., J.D., Jutras Greco Heard LLP; Charles J. Caza, B.A.Sc.Eng, LL.B., 
AMEC; Carlo Greco, P.Eng., J.D, Jutras Greco Heard LLP; Tony R. Linardi, LL.B., Golder Associates Ltd.; Donald E. 
Short, B.A., LL.B., LL.M., FCIArb, Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP. ©2007. 182 pages.
Item:	 371759MAN	 Manual Only	 C$169
	 371759EMN	 E-Manual Only	 C$169

Tax Included

Real Estate Development From Beginning to End – Site Selection and Due Diligence; Purchase and Sale 
Agreements; Managing Environmental Risks in Real Estate Transactions; Getting Your Approvals – Ontario’s 
Planning Regime – Overview, Process, Appeals and Recent Changes; Getting Municipal Approvals – Practical 
Considerations; Ontario New Home Warranties Plan and Tarion Warranty Corporation.
Faculty: Moderator:; David C.K. Tang Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP; Stephen J. D’Agostino, Thomson, 
Rogers; Tamara Farber, Miller Thomson LLP; Rosa Mauro, Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP. ©2007. 164 pages.
Item:	 369602MAN	 Manual Only	 C$169
	 369602EMN	 E-Manual Only	 C$169

Tax Included

Additional Educational Opportunities

On-Site Seminars: If you have a group of 10 or more, it may be financially beneficial for you to 
schedule a seminar at your facility. Contact Lorman or e-mail us at onsite@lorman.com to inquire about 
on-site seminars on this or other topics. 

Electronic Products: To DOWNLOAD the most current information IMMEDIATELY and avoid 
shipping costs, visit us at www.lorman.com for a complete listing of electronic products.
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Toronto, ON
September 27, 2007

Neil S. Abbott
Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP

Jeffrey A. Armel
Goldman Sloan Nash & Haber LLP

Joseph Cosentino
Goodmans LLP

Jennifer Leitch
Goodmans LLP

Donald E. Short
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP

This one-day seminar is designed for project managers, 
presidents and vice presidents, contractors, subcontractors, 
owners, developers, suppliers, architects, engineers, lenders, 
accountants and other construction professionals.

Construction 
Liens in Ontario

Keeping You Current.
Helping You Succeed.™
www.lorman.com • customerservice@lorman.com

Continuing education credit:

•  IACET 0.60	 •  ON Accountants 10.0	
•  ON CMA 6.0	 •  ON Chartered Accountants 6.0

See inside for details.


